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ABSTRACT: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To verify what kind of a mask pattern a 
final mask 

pattern uses and to prevent the generation of a aiask pattern defect 

or the like 

by attaching version numbers to the mask patterns for respective 
function cells 

and extracting the respective version numbers of the mask patterns 
for 

constituting a semiconductor integrated circuit. 

SOLUTION: Whether or not a retrieved cell name is a cell defined 
in a latest 

version description file is judged (step S2) . A cellversion number 
is 

extracted and obtained from the mask pattern of a cell to be checked 
(step S3) . 

The latest version number of the cell to be checked is obtained from 
the latest 

version description file (step 34) . The version number obtained from 
the mask 
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pattern and the version number obtained from the latest version 
description 

file are compared (step S5) • Thus, checking is performed by a simple 
method 

without performing layout comparison which requires a certain 
processing time. 
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